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SYLLABUS FOR SECTION 08

CORE 101: EXPLORING HUMAN EXPERIENCE

TR 12:45-2:00 IN JEPSON 106
FALL 2005
Instructor: Michael Kerckhove



Office Hours: M 2:40 – 4:00
Associate Professor of Mathematics




 WR 9:30 – 11:00
Office Phone: 289-8774

 



 & by appointment

E-mail: mkerckho@richmond.edu 



Office: Jepson 209
Writing Fellows: Emily Sever, Lindsay Shore
Required and Recommended Texts

Naguib Mahfouz, Fountain and Tomb (Three Continents) 

Plato, Phaedo, Symposium (Hackett)

Charles Darwin, On Evolution  (Hackett)

Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (Penguin)

J.M. Coetzee, Age of Iron (Penguin)

Karl Marx, Selected Writings (Hackett)

Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (Vintage)

Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth (Signet)

Omar Naim, The Final Cut (Lions Gate Home Entertainment) 
Be sure you have the editions that are on sale at the campus bookstore for the Core Course, so that everyone can turn to the same pages for discussion.

Discussion

This is a readings and discussion course.  Our operating premise is that one of the most effective ways of developing sophistication in thought and judgment is by learning to articulate independent readings of works that are recognized for their depth and sophistication. And one of the best ways to become independent of the judgment and authority of others is to practice the weighing of different analyses and interpretations together in class. The more sophisticated you become at talking about argument, evidence and judgment, the more sophisticated you will become in your reading, thinking, and writing as well. 

Everyone is expected to participate in discussion at every class meeting, because we need everyone's insights and questions. It is just as useful to raise a question as to respond to one posed by the instructor or another student.  Remember that when you have a question in your mind, chances are others have it too, and often the entire group can benefit from hearing the issue clarified.  If you are shy about speaking up in class, talk to me about it without delay; I will be happy to get you started.

Written Work

Written work for this course will consist of three analytical essays of 1200 words each, a one-hour midterm examination, and a three-hour comprehensive final examination.  For each of the essays you will meet with one of our Writing Fellows to help polish the draft of your essay before submitting it for a grade.
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Excused absences are permitted for personal illness, judicial hearings, death in the family, and University-sponsored events.  When you are absent from class, no one else benefits from your insights, reactions, and questions.  You will also want to bear in mind that since this section meets only twice a week, two absences from this class are equivalent to three in a MWF section.

If you must be absent from class, you are responsible for everything you miss.  Checking with other students for handouts and notes is essential, but generally not enough in a discussion course like this one.  Try to talk over what you miss with several other students.  Talking over discussions outside of class helps everyone.

Grading


Course grades will follow approximately the percentages below:

Discussion

20%

Essays


45%

Midterm exam

15%

Final exam

20%

Discussion is a vital part of this course and deserves recognition just as written work does. And, just as in written work, the quality of your contributions matters more than the quantity.  Discussion grades will reflect the scale below:

A
exceptional contributions (consistently show critical analysis of readings)

B
useful contributions, including questions that help advance the discussion

C
comments or questions that don’t advance the discussion

D
listening without contributing or frequently absent unexcused

In the interest of fairness, late work will be docked one letter grade.  Excessive absences will result in a reduction of the course grade. 
Conferences 

I am always available for a conference, whether you’d like help or want to pursue a question we’ve touched on in class. Regular office hours are never convenient for everyone, so don't hesitate to talk to me after class and we’ll work out a time that’s convenient for you.  Remember too that you can always reach me by e-mail for any kind of question or help.

Honor Code

All students are bound by the University Honor Code. Since one purpose of this course is to help you learn how to read challenging texts and work out their meanings on your own, the reading of outside sources, including study guides, violates the spirit of the course and will be considered intellectual dishonesty.

COURSE SCHEDULE
You will need to bring the text we are discussing with you to class each day.  We will always want to take a close look at representative passages together, and you will have to be able to see the passages in front of you and mark them as we go.

I. THE CLAIMS OF CULTURE

This semester we will be thinking about two ways that culture helps us give meaning to human experience: first, by offering us modes of inquiry we can use to devise, question and justify coherent systems of belief and values; and second, by creating and maintaining the communities in which we live. In each case, we will consider both the claims culture makes for itself (that is, what it claims to offer us) and the claims it makes upon us (that is, what it demands from us in return). We’ll be working to understand: What do we mean by culture? How does it help us make sense of human experience? Where does it come from?  The first unit will set up the basic problem addressed by the entire Core Course: How do we find meaning when we see problems everywhere? The second unit will focus on how and why we make communities, how we order those communities, and what claims they make on us all.

A. Inquiry, Belief and Values

The problem of coherence. We begin with a story about growing up in a place where the bewildering pace of change sets loose competing beliefs and values, calling cultural coherence into question. We then follow three different modes of inquiry as they attempt to satisfy the human need for an integrated, consistent, and intelligible view of the world: first, reasoned philosophical inquiry into the nature of love and the power of transcendent ideals, seeking foundations for a system of values and beliefs that is universally valid; second, scientific inquiry propounding the theory that the human race is a mere product of chance, evolved under pressures of natural competition, whose values and beliefs serve nothing more than the impersonal interests of survival; and third, a personal, introspective inquiry about moral obligations in the context of extreme social crisis and in the face of human mortality.

We’ll ask such questions as: How do we go about making sense of the world? What are we doing here? How are our modes of inquiry related to our beliefs and values? Where do we get those beliefs and values? How much control do they give us over our lives and our destinies? What do we do when they come under attack? What roles do reason and faith, instinct and desire, science and culture, play in our search for meaning and coherence? How is the search for meaning complicated by subordination of one culture, one race, one class or one gender to another?

Tues.
Aug. 30
Introduction to the course

Thurs.
Sep. 1

Mahfouz 1-35

Tues.
Sep. 6

Mahfouz 36-118



Thurs.
Sept. 8

Plato, Phaedo 5-22 [to line 72e]
Sun.
Sept. 11
Coordinate Event “An evening with eighth blackbird”



7-9 pm. Booker Auditorium, Camp Concert Hall
Tues.
Sept. 13
Plato, Phaedo  22[from line 72d]-67
Thurs.
Sept. 15 
Plato, Symposium 1-44

Tues.
Sept. 20
Plato, Symposium 45-77
Thurs.
Sept. 22
Darwin, On the Origin of Species, 160-85,189-200, 205-15

Tues.
Sept. 27
Darwin, The Descent of Man, 242-76
Thurs.
Sept. 29
Coetzee, 3-86
Tues.
Oct. 4

Coetzee, 87-176
Thurs.
Oct. 6

Coetzee, 177-98

Mon. 
Oct. 10

Showings of “The Final Cut”
Tues. 
Oct. 11

Discussion of “The Final Cut”
Thurs.  Oct. 13
MIDTERM EXAM

Tues.
Oct. 18

No Class.  Fall Study Break.

B. Solidarity and Discord

The problem of community.  In this section we’ll read an ancient but enduringly influential Indian epic in which both social and cosmic harmony are shown to depend on the readiness of individual human beings to fulfill their ethical obligations toward one another; a theory that culture is only a veil to conceal our more basic economic divisions and our alienation from our true natures; a philosophical inquiry into the origins and maintenance of inequality between men and women, and the underlying relationship between nature and culture; and a story about the perils of navigating a complex cultural landscape at a time when economic change has thrown traditional values askew. 

Our reading will raise such questions as: What holds communities together and what breaks them apart? To what extent do we determine our own natures and to what extent are our natures determined by a divinely ordained cosmic order or by our social context? How possible is it to see clearly what motivates or limits us? What are the real factors or conditions that determine the shape of our cultural life? What role does family life play in community and culture? Can there ever be love without domination? What does our sense of community have to do with our understanding of who we are and what, if anything, we have in common?

Thurs.  Oct. 20 
The Ramayana xv-7, 63-97, 111-112, 118-47

Tues.
Oct. 25

The Ramayana 175-213, 318-42, 347-81, 413-19, 470-85, 490-516 
Thurs.  Oct. 27
The Ramayana 596-603, 605-06, 614-27, 645-63
Tues. 
Nov. 1

Marx, The German Ideology 103-104,107-112, 115-120
Thurs.
Nov. 3

Marx, Capital 220-25, 230(paragraph before #4)-243

Tues.
Nov. 8 

Marx, Capital 252(top of page) – 255, 264-273, 294-300
Thurs.
Nov. 10
Marx, Communist Manifesto 157-76, 185-6

Tues.
Nov. 15
Beauvoir xix-xxxvi, 3-13

Thurs.
Nov. 17
Beauvoir 19-37, 53-60, 139-144, 253-63
Tues.
Nov. 22
Beauvoir 597-98, 602-07, 624-25, 642-69, 716-32

Thurs.
Nov. 24
No Class.  Thanksgiving Holiday 

Tues.
Nov. 29
Wharton 1-102



Thurs.
Dec. 1

Wharton 102-189
Tues.
Dec. 6

Wharton 191-350
Thurs.
Dec. 8

Last Day of Class
Mon. Dec 19

FINAL EXAM, Jepson 106, 7 - 10pm
