New Course Proposal Cover Sheet / Academic Council

1. Course Number English 207

2.  Course Title:  Revolutionary American Literature

3.  Catalog description

Key texts, including political documents, essays, personal narratives, novels, plays, and poems, from the founding era when the young republic was trying to forge both a political and a cultural identity for itself. 

4.  Prerequisites:  none

5.  Hours of credit:  4

6.  Estimate of students enrollment:25

7.  Offered by Edward Larkin every third semester

8.  Staffing Implications:  none

9.  Adequacy of library, technology, and other resources:  All are adequate

10.  

11.

12.  The political changes of the American Revolution brought with them social and cultural turmoil that engendered a literary production that both reflected and commented upon the major ideological issues of the period.  Our purpose in this course will be to examine the similarities and differences between the political and aesthetic concerns of the era.  How did political questions manifest themselves in literature and art, and how did political writings reflect literary values?  In other words, how were the literature and culture of the era related or in dialogue with one another?

13.  This course explores a variety of different issues and concerns that arise in the literature of the Early Republic including questions about the nature and viability of democracy, the role of language in the construction of the state, the dialectic of nature versus nurture, the uniqueness or specificity of an American identity, the limitations of American freedom and equality with respect to race and gender, the construction of an American identity in opposition to racial others, and the impact of the American landscape on the formation of a particularly American identity and culture.  But at the heart of all of these questions we will explore how language functions to shape the nation and its peoples.  A structure for the course might be as follows:



Language and the Formation of the State




Common Sense, Thomas Paine




The Declaration of Independence




The Articles of Confederation




The US Constitution




Wieland, Charles Brockden Brown



Defining America




The Letters of an American Farmer, J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur




Notes on the State of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson




The Contrast, Royall Tyler



The Limits of American Freedom and Democracy




Interesting Narrative, Olaudah Equiano




Poems, Phillis Wheatley




The Gleaner, Judith Sargent Murray




A View of the Revolution, Mary Jemison



Fashioning an American Self




The Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin




The Coquette, Hannah Webster Foster




Narrative of the Wonderful Dealings of the Lord with John Marrant




William Apess, A Son of the Forest

14.  Sign offs:

I taught the course I am proposing under the Literature and Culture heading last year so I have included the syllabus that I used for that course.

English 204:  The Literature and Culture of the American Revolution

Prof. Edward Larkin
Ryland 303D

elarkin@richmond.edu
phone:  8312

Office hours:  W 10-12 and by appointment

Description:  The political changes of the American Revolution brought with them social and cultural turmoil that engendered a literary production that both reflected and commented upon the major ideological issues of the period.  Our purpose in this course will be to examine the similarities and differences between the political and aesthetic concerns of the era.  How did political questions manifest themselves in literature and art, and how did political writings reflect literary values?  In other words, how were the literature and culture of the era related or in dialogue with one another.  Our discussions of these texts will be informed by the literary critical discourses of cultural materialism, gender studies, and historicist cultural analysis.  
Literary Studies courses, in particular, are concerned with verbal texts that are read as structures of meaning.  The central activity of literary studies is textual interpretation, or the analysis of how such structures of meaning are constructed by writers and readers.  In requiring a course specially designed and approved to satisfy this requirement, the faculty wants students to learn that textual interpretation can be supported by various collateral areas of investigation, including the study of the process by which texts are created and received, the historical and cultural contexts in which they are created and received, and their relationships to each other and other fields of experience and analysis.

Requirements:  Preparation of assigned readings and exercises; completion of all writing assignments; regular attendance and participation.  Attendance is mandatory.  More than two unexcused absences will have an adverse effect on your grade.  Four unexcused absences are grounds for dismissal from the course.  If you have a good reason for missing a class, let me know in advance; I will still expect you to prepare any assignments for that class and be responsible for all information given in the class, including changes in reading assignments.  To be in class without having prepared the reading for the day is, in effect, to be absent and will be treated as such.  

Exams, papers and grading:  You will be asked to write two 5 page essays and take a midterm and a final exam. 85% of your final grade will be based on writing assignments and exams, and 15% on participation in classroom activities.  The first paper and the midterm will each be worth 15% of your grade, the second paper will account for 25% and the final for 30%.  All papers must be typed or machine printed, double-spaced, with one inch margins.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on the assigned day (so do not skip class to finish the paper).  Unless I have granted an extension in advance, papers received later in the day will lose a third of a grade.  I will subtract another third of a grade for each additional day late; no papers will be accepted more than a week after the due date.  A word of advice:  Be sure to make an extra copy of every paper, or keep a copy on a back-up disk.  Papers do mysteriously disappear once in a while and you are responsible for having an extra copy.

Course Schedule:

Week 1: Declaring Independence

Tu.  Jan 16:  Introduction to the Course

Th. Jan 18: Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation

Week 2:  Popular Politics

Tu. Jan 23:  Paine, Common Sense
Th. Jan 25:  Common Sense
Week 3:  Print Culture

Tu. Jan 30: Franklin, The Autobiography, 1-85

Th. Feb 1:  Franklin, 85-191

Week 4:  Forging a State

Tu. Feb 6:  US Constitution, Federalist Papers (selections in Kammen, pp. 126-174)

Th. Feb 8:  Anti-Federalists (selections in Kammen, pp. 261-313)

Week 5:  Women and the Republic
Tu. Feb 13:  Judith Sargent Murray, pp.  3-48

Th. Feb 15:  Murray, 49-102     

Paper Due (5 pp)

Week 6:  Defining An American Character

Tu. Feb 20: Crevecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer, 35-105
Th. Feb 22:  Letters, 166-179, 200-227            
Week 7: Describing America

Tu. Feb 27: Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, 

Th. Mar 1: Notes on the State of Virginia
Week 8:  New Americans

Tu. Mar 6:  Royall Tyler, The Contrast

Th. Mar 8:  Midterm Examination

Spring Break

Week 10:  Black Diaspora 

Tu. Mar 20:  Olaudah Equiano, Interesting Narrative  (selections in Carreta) 185-227

Th.  Mar 22: Interesting Narrative  227-289

Week 11: Race and Freedom 

Tu. Mar 27:  John Marrant, A Narrative (in Carreta)

Th. Mar 29: Phyllis Wheatley, Poems (in Carreta)

Week 12:  Domestic Fiction

Tu.  Apr 3: Rowson, Charlotte 
Th. Apr 5: Charlotte Temple
Week 13:  An Independent Woman

Tu. Apr 10: Foster, The Coquette
Th. Apr 12: The Coquette
Paper Due (5pp)

Week 14:  The Nature of Independence

Tu. Apr 17: Charles Brockden Brown:  Edgar Huntly 

Th. Apr 19: Edgar Huntly
Week 15:  The Revolution Reconsidered
Tu. Apr 17:  Edgar Huntly

Th. Apr 19:  Wrap up.

